Technologies for the study of epididymal-specific genes.
Sperm maturation occurs during transit through the epididymis. Interactions between the epididymal epithelium and the sperm are crucial for the maturation process. Analyses of existing male-infertile mouse lines have begun to enumerate some of the genes involved. Recent advances in transgenic technologies to generate temporally and spatially restricted targeted gene disruptions show promise for progress in understanding sperm maturation. Gene silencing agents, such as RNAi, to manipulate gene expression may prove useful for the analysis of epididymal genes involved in the maturation process.